
- Ms. Wendy Burleson 

 

As a teacher, I began with an end “project” in mind – a web site devoted to the experience of 

Victoria High School in the Great War using materials from our school’s Archives, as well as 

with a few ideas as to how students might shape their findings creatively.  I met with members of 

the Vic High Alumni to understand their vision for a web site and worked with colleagues in our 

school’s Inquiry Group to understand the principles of Project-based learning and how these 

might apply to this course. 

 

The course moved slowly at first; there was very little end product initially, although I perceived 

early on that the students were truly intrigued by using primary sources, and the privilege of 

accessing many subject-area experts, old documents and artifacts from the Archives.   

 

Initially, significant time was devoted to guest speakers and tasks such as reading through the 

Camosun annuals and scanning primary sources.  Much class time was devoted to discussions of 

the students’ findings and organizing them on a working web site called a “wiki.”  Once a large 

base of information was gathered, however, the students and I were able to generate possibilities 

for showcasing their findings.  Once these possibilities were discussed, the students began the 

task of creating various compositions, adding more research, and submitting their creations to me 

for editing and proofreading. 

 

As the course progressed, the particular challenges and benefits of a project-based learning 

framework became evident.  The students’ honest and forthright reflections certainly summarize 

both as you’ll read from their feedback below. 

 

My own teaching experience in the Project-Based Learning framework was an excellent 

professional learning experience as well as personally rewarding. I feel confident that my 

students will always remember and value their learning experiences and what they learned about  

their high school and the Great War. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


